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Guests impressed with tour of Lake Superior 
Laundry 
• Pine City business is ‘green and creating a lot of jobs 
that will stay in the community.’ 
by Becky Glander 

 

Lake Superior Laundry, a Pine City business in the Technology Park, hosted a group of 
impressed guests who took a tour of the facility last Tuesday, June 30.

The commercial laundry that has the capacity of nine million pounds annually of items 
for the health care and hospitality industries, is also a leader in being environmentally-
friendly.
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Visiting the Pine City business Tuesday were Donna Gambrell, director of the United 
States Treasury’s Community Development Financial Institutions (CDFI) Fund, Frank 
Altman, president of Community Reinvestment Fund, USA, their staff and city officials. 

Lake Superior Laundry received two loans for a total of $1.45 million that went toward 
the construction of the $4 million facility from the Community Reinvestment Fund and 
Minnesota Community Capital Fund. The loans helped owner Max Blaufuss purchase high-
tech, energy-saving equipment and create 42 jobs.

Gambrell wanted to stop by to see first-hand where the money went, and she was 
thoroughly impressed with the quality of the service and the jobs the business creates, 
as well as its efficiency.

“It’s environmentally friendly— not wasting a drop of water,” she said. “In all parts of 
this facility, everything can be recycled. I think it is fantastic.”

The plant’s water system— one of only four in the country— reclaims and reuses 85 
percent of the water it consumes.

But the real message she plans to bring back to Washington is one of the community 
impact from Lake Superior Laundry.

“You can clearly see this is having a tremendous effect on the community,” she said. 
“I’m just really pleased with what I’m seeing here today.”

Also on the tour and influential in the loan process was Frank Altman, president of the 
Community Reinvestment Fund, USA (CRF).

CRF is a nonprofit organization based in Minneapolis that brings capital to public and 
private, nonprofit community development lenders through the secondary market for 
community development loans.

The organization says they’ve injected more than $1 billion into low-income and 
economically disadvantaged communities in Minnesota and across the country since 
forming in 1988.

Altman said Lake Superior Laundry is exactly the kind of thing they want to finance.

“It’s green, and it’s creating a lot of jobs that will stay in the community,” he said. 
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